THE LIVINGSTONS WERE PATRIOTS





MUCH OF THE LAND in the Janet Montgomery tract was leased to the early settlers instead of being sold.  Whether this was because the settlers had little money or because the owners wished to hold to the title of the land, I do not know.


The land leases were drawn up like a deed, except that a yearly rent was to be paid instead of a specified amount for the complete ownership.  So long as the tenant paid the rent he could hold the land, and there are still (in 1924) two or three farms in New Kingston valley paying rent to the heirs of the original lease holders.


		Here is the rent requirement of one of these old leases:  Yielding and paying therefor, yearly and every year, unto the aforesaid of the first part, her heirs or assigns, the yearly rent of two fat hens and one day's labor with a wagon, sled or plough, together with a yoke of oxen, or pair of horses, and a driver, at such time and place within ten miles as the party of the first part, her heirs or assigns, shall require.  By paying one dollar and twenty-five cents and twenty bushels of wheat the tenant could be released from the payment just described, and in an old lease still preserved by a neighbor, a certain fixed sum of money could be given instead of the rent described.


	The lease still kept by my neighbor was given in 1829 by Edward Livingston of Louisiana, acting through his attorney in this region.  I was somewhat puzzled because the farm thus leased lies in the Janet Montgomery tract, and I supposed the Livingstons lived down near Rhineback in Dutchess County.  But I have found out about it all right.  In the first place, Janet Montgomery died before this lease was given.  As she had no children, her property was left by her to her youngest brother, Edward Livingston.  Then I hunted up a book on the Livingstons and found out how Edward Livingston came to be in Louisiana.  As it is an interesting story, I will pass it on to you.


	When Kingston was destroyed Edward Livingston was a young man and was attending the school of one "Dominie Doll" in Kingston.  He walked the eighteen miles from his home in Clermont each Monday and walked back on Saturday.  When the city was burned, the school was moved outside on account of the coming of the British.


	When he grew up he became a lawyer and was a member of Congress for two or three terms.  He was then made United States attorney for the district of New York and soon after was made Mayor of New York City.  During his administration, the city was visited with a scourge of yellow fever, and Mr.  Livingston stayed by his people, visiting and workin- among them regardless of the danger to himself.  Finally he took the disease, and he was so much beloved that young men almost fought for the privilege of being his attendants.


	After his recovery he found that an officer under him had embezzled, so that Livingston was short of money to square up with the general government. Livingston immediately resigned his post, turned over all his property to pay towards his debt, and left the city owing the United States one hundred thousand dollars.


	As we had just come into possession of New Orleans and the whole territory then known as Louisiana, he turned to the new region to start life anew.  He took up his profession of law in New Orleans and, as ready money was scarce in the new country, he often took land in payment.  Eventually he paid up all his indebtedness and accumulated a moderate fortune for himself and family.


	When New Orleans was attacked by the British in The War of 1812, he held a prominent position in the city government.  It was Livingston who received General Jackson, who had come to defend the town, and became a member of his staff.  The friendship then formed between them was a lasting one and served Livingston well when Jackson later became President of the Republic.


	General Jackson became very fond of Mr. Livingston's little daughter, Cora, while in New Orleans.  And after she became a woman he still held his fondness, addressing her by her given name, Cora, as when she was a child.  This was the Cora Barton who held the leases after the death of her parents until those in this region were bought by Mr. W. B. Peters of Bloomville, whose heirs still retain them.


	Mr.  Livingston rewrote the entire criminal law of the State of Louisiana and his law works received wide recognition, not only in this country, but also in France.  After Jackson became President, Livingston was sent to France as Ambassador, and then the President remembering his affection for the daughter, sent her a commission for her husband, Mr. Barton, appointing him as secretary to the new Ambassador.


After serving his country acceptably in France, Mr. Livingston returned home and settled on the family estate, where he died in 1836.  Livingston deeds in the Montgomery tract and Mr. Livingston's original part of the lands alloted, as I have heretofore described, after 1836 were given by Louise (or as the old deeds give it "Loese") Livingston, his widow.  Later, upon her death, the holdings descended to Mrs.  Barton, who died childless, and that branch of the family became extinct.


	So hereafter, when my neighbor farmer reads over the old lease and when in the summer we walk over the hills of the old tracts, we shall feel a bit more respect and even reverence for the soil, remembering that it came to us from the hands of some of the foremost patriots of the times, when our country was struggling for a


beginning.


	Robert R. Livingston, of whom I have said much, administered the oath of office to President Washington, and he was the French Ambassador when the whole western part of our United States was bought from Napoleon.  He himself made almost the entire bargain and gave us room to expand to the Pacific Ocean and become a really great country.





